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Introduction: History shapes present & future risks in SE
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Regional Growth Increases 
Climate Risks
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Figure 22.1. Population change in the Southeast exposes more people to climate threats 
along the coast and in cities while leaving rural areas with limited capacity. 
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Climate Change Worsens Human 
Health and Widens Health 

Inequities
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Figure 22.8. Present-day health inequities in the Southeast 
exacerbate climate-related risks. 
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Climate Change Disproportionately 
Damages Southeastern Jobs, 
Households, and Economic Security
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Figure 22.12. Counties where low-income households overlap 
with limited community capacity (shown in light gray) highlight 

rural climate risk challenges. 
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Agriculture Faces Growing Threats, 
but Innovations Offer Help
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Figure 22.18. The 
Southeast’s Black 
farmers face 
disproportionate 
weather and climate 
risks. 
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