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Introduction: History shapes present & future risks in SE

Without deeper cuts in global net emissions,
climate risks to the US will continue to grow

» Aperson born in North America in 2020 will experience
more climate hazards during their lifetime, on average,
than a person born in 1965.
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Action to limit future warming and reduce risks
can have near-term benefits and opportunities
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KEY

MESSAGE 1

Regional Growth Increases
Climate Risks
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Population Change in the Southeast

a) Change in county population, b) Projected change in county population
2020 compared to 2010 (SSP2), 2050 compared to 2020
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Figure 22.1. Population change in the Southeast exposes more people to climate threats
along the coast and in cities while leaving rural areas with limited capacity.
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KEY

MESSAGE 2

Climate Change Worsens Human
Health and Widens Health
Inequities
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Present-Day Health Inequities

a) Life expectancy b) Social vulnerability
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Figure 22.8. Present-day health inequities in the Southeast
exacerbate climate-related risks.
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KEY

MESSAGE 3

Climate Change Disproportionately
Damages Southeastern Jobs,
Households, and Economic Security
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Household Income and Rural Capacity for Action
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Figure 22.12. Counties where low-income households overlap
with limited community capacity (shown in light gray) highlight
rural climate risk challenges.
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KEY

MESSAGE 4

Agriculture Faces Growing Threats,
but Innovations Offer Help
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Figure 22.18. The Droughts and Black Farmers in the Southeast

Southeast’s Black
farmers face
disproportionate
weather and climate
risks.
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