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Alarming Supreme Court Decision Makes
Congressional Climate Action Even More Critical

Thursday, June 30, 2022 —The Environmental and Energy Study Institute (EESI) deeply regrets the Supreme
Court’s alarming decision today to severely curtail the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) authority to

regulate power plant carbon emissions.

“Today, the Supreme Court released a ruling that will have grave consequences on our ability to rapidly reduce
carbon emissions,” said EESI Executive Director Daniel Bresette. “Historically, the Supreme Court has long, and
rightfully, shown deference to the executive branch as it carries out the will of Congress. In 2007, the Supreme
Court recognized EPA’s authority to regulate carbon emissions under the Clean Air Act. Today’s ruling could
make it impossible for EPA to do what it should be able to do to reduce carbon emissions from power plants.

“This ruling will harm many more people than it purports to help, which unfortunately can be said about many of
the Court's recent decisions. The vast majority of the American public supports strong federal climate action,”
continued Bresette. “Now that the Supreme Court has tied the hands of EPA and other agencies, Congress must
reassert itself by taking action. More than ever, Congress needs to enact strong, clear laws that ensure we have
the policies and can make the investments needed to meet the challenge of the climate crisis with the urgency
it merits.”

For more information, please contact Amaury Laporte at alaporte@eesi.org or (202) 662-1884.

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute (www.eesi.org) is an independent, non-profit organization
advancing innovative policy solutions to set us on a cleaner, more secure and sustainable energy path. EESI
educates policymakers, builds coalitions and develops policy in support of energy efficiency, renewable energy,
sustainable biomass, sustainable buildings, and sustainable transportation. EESI was founded by a bipartisan
Congressional caucus in 1984, and its strong relationship with Congress helps EESI serve as a trusted source of
credible, non-partisan information on energy and environmental issues. EESI receives no congressional funding and
is supported through contributions and grants.
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