
Policy and Funding Advancing Public Health in 
Transportation

Towards Healthier Outcomes in Surface Transportation (10 April 2025)



Benito O. Pérez, AICP CAPP
Policy Director

Transportation for America
benito.perez@t4america.org

Presenter



“We envision a country where no matter 
where you live, or who you are, you can 

enjoy living in a place that is healthy, 
prosperous, and resilient.”



What We Do





Who are we designing for?



Vehicles, or People?



No two communities are the same



Federal Policy and 
Funding Reflections



Past reauthorizations



Past reauthorizations



IIJA Reflections



Fueling the Crisis 

https://t4america.org/fueling-the-crisis/



IIJA Policy Changes



IIJA Policy Changes



Other Recent Policy Changes



Policy and Funding 
Strategies advancing 
Health in Transportation



Rethink Transportation Decision Making
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Siloed approach to the built environment perpetuates livability challenges 



Invest in the Rest
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Streetscape Accessibility
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Encouraging Community Physical Activity
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Policy Opportunities in Reauthorization
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● Community Driven and People oriented 
speed limits and road design.

● Require automatic emergency braking 
for bikes and pedestrians.

● Driver education reform to regularly 
cover bikes and pedestrians.

● Supportive funding and technical 
assistance for small community projects 
promoting safety and physical activity.

● Repeal “value of time” or significantly 
reform it to account for all roadway 
users.

● Disallow negative safety performance 
targets.

https://usa.streetsblog.org/2024/11/15/an-open-letter-to-the-new-u-s-congress-and-the-new-administration-its-time-to-unite-to-solve-americas-roadway-crisis


Resources 



Dangerous by Design 
● Drastic rise in roadway injuries and fatalities from 

walking and biking since 2010.
○ Design that prioritizes speed over safety

● Income, race, and age are significant predictors of 
current exposure to roadway safety risk, with 
low-income, people of color, especially above 50 
years being the most vulnerable. 

● Significant omission in roadway design and data is 
accounting for all people, regardless of physical, 
visual, hearing, or cognitive ability.

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design/


Active Roadmap 

● Defines the variety of rural 
typologies, their 
demographics, and mobility 
patterns.

● Nearly a third of rural 
residents do not have access 
to and/or can’t operate a 
vehicle

● The importance of scaled 
relationship between landuse 
and multimodal transportation 
(i.e. rural transit, active 
transportation networks)

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/rural-roadmap/


Community Connectors 

This Community Connectors portal is our evolving tool for 
explaining:
 1) Who is involved, 
2) How the process unfolds, and 
3) What DOTs really mean when they say, and then sharing 
4) Real world stories from advocates—both successes and 
looming challenges.

Ever growing resource, both in T4A content and connecting to partner content.
https://t4america.org/community-connectors/



Additional Resources 

https://www.rwjf.org/content/dam/farm/reports/issue_briefs/2023/rwjf473069
https://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2021/21_0193.htm
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31328708/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7740770/
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