THE ASSOCIATION OF

NATIONAL
ESTUARY
PROGRAMS

Established by Congress in 1987, the National Estuary Program (NEP)
safeguards the country’s most significant coastal ecosystems, along
with the communities and economies that depend on them.
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Estuaries are among the most
productive ecosystems on earth.
People and wildlife, including
millions of Americans and over 600
commercial fish species, rely on
estuaries for food and clean water.

The NEP protects these
ecosystems through infrastructure
improvements, water quality
monitoring, microplastics
reduction, species management
and recovery, harmful algal bloom
(HAB) mitigation, coastal resilience
planning, community education and
engagement, and more.

Did you know?

Estuary regions contain 40
percent of the population and
support 47 percent of U.S.
economic output.’

e Estuaries provide habitat for
68 percent of U.S. commercial
fish catch by value and 80

Benefiting 28 Regions percent of U.S. recreational

fish catch by weight.2!
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e Coastal wetlands capture and
* store atmospheric carbon
® 10 times faster than mature
tropical forests and store
o three-to-five times more
° ° ® carbon per equivalent area
o %° than tropical forests.[5!
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Appropriations Request

We encourage Congress to fully fund the National Estuary Program at the
authorized level!® of $50 million, including at least $1 million to each entity within
the NEP, and to fund the innovative competitive awards program at $4 million
consistent with Public Law 116-337.
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