Briefing Notice

EESI

Energy Infrastructure and Power Pathways:
Shared Experiences in the United States and Europe

Thursday, September 12, 2013
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM
562 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Please RSVP to expedite check-in: www.eesi.org/091213grid#RSVP

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute (EESI) and The German Marshall Fund of the United
States (GMF) invite you to a briefing highlighting the challenges facing electric power systems in the United
States and Europe. The future electric grid must be dynamic and adaptive to adequately respond to a number of
game-changing trends: the growth of distributed electricity generation, advances in critical technologies, and the
expanding role of real-time data in managing the power sector. However, a clear path has yet to be defined that
harnesses these trends for a secure, affordable, and low-carbon energy system.

This briefing will highlight critical barriers to grid modernization and questions faced by key stakeholders in the
electric power sector. Themes to be addressed will include: 1) the role of market-based mechanisms; 2) the
future of new utility business models and regulatory structures; and 3) innovative partnerships that accelerate
these efforts. Speakers for this event include:

¢ Jon Wellinghoff, Chairman, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)

e Daniel Dobbeni, President, Eurogrid International; and former President, European Network of
Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E)

¢ Neil Brown, Non-Resident Fellow, The German Marshall Fund of the United States (Co-Moderator)

e Carol Werner, Executive Director, Environmental and Energy Study Institute (Co-Moderator)

Both the United States and Europe are faced with pressing concerns around their existing grid infrastructure’s
ability to cope with today’s fast-changing technological advances. Ensuring efficiency, reliability, and resiliency
across the power sector will require the partnership and coordination of regulatory agencies, business leaders,
and policymakers. Modernizing the grid requires policy frameworks that support the development and
deployment of innovative technologies, identify financing for these capital-intensive upgrades, and are grounded
in a more robust effort to coordinate transmission planning. This briefing will spotlight the urgent nature of these
challenges and showcase the potential of transatlantic learning and dialogue for improving our electricity power
systems.

This briefing will build from the work of those participating in the German Marshall Fund’'s Energy Transition
Forum. The Energy Transition Forum was created in 2012 to provide a regular venue for open, structured, and
fact-based dialogue among senior leaders from the private and public sectors in the United States and Europe.

This event is free and open to the public. A light breakfast will be served.
Please RSVP: www.eesi.org/091213grid#RSVP
For more information, contact John-Michael Cross at jmcross@eesi.org or (202) 662-1883.
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